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I5CT A WORD I'.Y THE ED1T( )R 

W'e can not eat moulds, but we can study tliem. Supt. 
Sunistine gives us another lesson — this time dealing with some 
rare species. Mis outline drawings give faithfully their appear- 
ance under the microscope. 

The illustration f)f the I'uff -balls will l)e enjoyed by all. 
Mr. Smith has promised many .sjjecimens of his liandiwork, and 
when we have good jjliotograi^hs we can get good half-tones. 
We are indebted to In'm also for some account of the pear-shaped 
I-ycoperdon. 
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About 'idd species of Moulds have been descrilx'd. After 
deducting the i)robable synonyms and excluded S])ecies, there 
remain about l.'S'l good s])ecies. Of this number only twelve or 
|)ossibly fifteen species have l)een re])orted for America. This is 
a very small numljer for our country coni])ared with the whole 
number of known s])ecies. 

The Euro])ean mycologists have carefully studied the life 
liistory of many European sjjecies. but the American forms have 
received very little attention. 

In my critical study of the family Mucoraccac, two interest- 
ing species were recentlv found. These species, however, do not 
belong io tlie family Mucoraccac. The spores are not enclosed 
in a s])orangium as in the common black moidd, but are borne 
sintrlv or in chains on en'.arged cells. 



